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Response

The reading vividly details and merges a broad creation of the social together with cultural history of current Western Europe based on a unique and convincing argument concerning the place of bourgeois characters in the steady and uneven rise of modern life. The author also talks about the roles that the Europeans played in creation of modernity and also focuses on the “Old Europe” France, Germany and Britain. These are shown as communication networks as well as those associated with transport. These networks are considered as connective networks as they are major forms through which people are able to connect with the world. The author further equates the networks to social elements such as beauty, and money that give power to people to an extent that, they can pursue their goals to an end. In providing more description of modernity through beauty, the author equates modernity to thickening of the connective network a transformation that develops a quantitative change, and hence claims that this is important in comprehending the 19th century history of the European elites. 
Among the other networks that the article presents are business people, art civil servants and states and states that, these networks had a long history in Europe. In connection to art, the article provides the progress that has been attained since the 19th century. The author describes what beauty meant to the people and how it facilitated modernity. As noted in the article beauty seemed to be a form of art that people used to present their ideas to others. While mentioning the past history of the European nations like Britain, and German, the author considers art and beauty as part of their culture. In summation, the modernity theme in connection to art as presented in the article depicts the progression or development that has occurred since 19th century.  

